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and barred doors grew in the town, each bearing
the melancholy inscription, * Closed by order of the
military authorities.' But the evil was not yet
eradicated, and men still drank deeply during the
limited hours when alcohol might be served. Further
restrictions and measures were imposed. Among them
was one which declared that any bar or hotel wherein
a civilian or a soldier was observed intoxicated, or
wherein any disturbance involving police action took
place, would be summarily closed. This arbitrary
order operated harshly in many cases: frequently the
proprietor himself had not served the customer. But
no excuse or apology was accepted. Better the ruin
of one individual than the sacrifice of the discipline
of a war area.
Unhappily the troops did not confine their taste for
dissipation solely to indulgence in alcohol, and more
insidious and more dangerous temptations assailed
them in Port Said. Napier, in his History of the
Peninsular J¥ar, described dysentery as c the scourge
of armies*: the student of the bypaths of the
European War more fitly may apply that phrase to
venereal disease. Sanitation and inoculation have
robbed dysentery, typhoid, and cholera, once deadly
foes of an army in the field, of their former terror, and
to such a pitch of excellence had the medical organiza-
tion of the Expeditionary Force grown that the troops
suffered from no one of those maladies. But if sanita-
tion could keep camps healthy, and could assure the
purity of the water-supply, and if inoculation could
provide immunity from the more deadly maladies,
medical authority was not yet in a position to safe-
S
ard the soldier in towns of the type of Port Said or
tiro from the consequences • of promiscuous inter-
course with the other sex.   Drink and lust are a well-
matched pair:   the first  plays  into  the hands   of
the second.    To preach abstinence to men who will

